
Happy Holidays from Ted, Alice, and Steve. 
 
2011 is almost history, so we made a list of things to talk about as we do each year.  It is a long list… too long to 
write up all the deserving  stories.  Instead we decided to send pictures along with captions, and a suggestion: if 
you’d like to learn more about our doings in 2011, visit my blog at tedsoldan.com 
 

In early February, Mom 
and I took our annual 
winter get-away trip.  
This time we flew to Los 
Angeles, and did the 
tourist thing.  We 
stayed in Santa Monica, 
and visited Disneyland, 
The Getty Museum, and 
the Santa Monica Pier, 
among other things. 

 
During the winter I also took 
another firefighter class, and 
passed the tests.  I’m now 
certified as “Firefighter II.” 
 
For the 
4th year 
running 

we made maple syrup and 
wound up with 49 quarts… an 
all time record. 

 
In early May, as soon as the 
academic year was over, 
Franco, Alice, and I drove to 
Pennsylvania to visit Steve 
and John at their seasonal 

job site.   We stopped at a rest area in Cleveland 
along the way, and delivered some maple syrup to 
my childhood friend Randy Pettit and his wife. 

 
Our gardens were large 
again this year, so I made 
myself a yoke for carrying 
the water to them from the 
pond.   
 
About 30 years ago, I traded 
a friend of mine some 

lumber for a bunch of 
old chimney bricks, 
which were carefully 
piled next to the garage 
for an upcoming 
project.  This summer 
the project finally got 
off the ground.  I hired a neighbor to help out, and 
between us, we completed a nice brick patio out the 
west door of our house. 
 
 
 

 
The Copper Country had 
another spectacular 
apple year.  We made 
jars of apple butter, and 
gallons of apple cider and 
wine.  In addition, we 
experimented with other 
fruit wines and have a 
gallon each of raspberry, 
blueberry, chokecherry, 
and peach in various stages of development.  This 
time next year, we should be able to report how 
they came out. 

 
I took a vacation this fall 
to visit Steve and John in 
Pennsylvania.  They 
were living about 20 
miles from Corning, NY, 
which is home of the 
Corning Museum of 
Glass.  I flew to the 
Corning/Elmira airport, 
where Steve picked me 

up.  We’d signed up for a 2-day glass blowing class at 
the museum studio.  Both of us enjoyed the class, 
and came away with some interesting glass pieces.   
 
Alice and I spent a lot of time in Copper Harbor at 
the Estivant Pines again this summer and finished all 
the boardwalks that we planned in 2010.  Thanks to 

the many wonderful 
volunteers who gave their time to help us, the trails 
are really looking good.  As a result of our many 
years of 
work as 
stewards 
of the 
sanctuary, 
this fall we 
were 
honored 
to be 
chosen for one of the Michigan Nature Association 
(MNA) “Volunteers of the Year” awards.  
 
 



I went downstate in late fall to attend the North 
American Maple Syrup Conference in Frankenmuth, 
Michigan, and after the conference, drove back to 
Lansing to receive the MNA award.  Alice couldn’t 
attend the awards program due to responsibilities at 
Michigan Tech, but my parents were able to join me.  
We thoroughly enjoyed the evening and met some 
wonderful people. 

 
Here’s one of the photos of us at the Pines that I 

submitted to the MNA… 
and, guess what?  We 
made it into the Daily Mining Gazette, our local 
paper. 
 

Steve and John managed to get back to the UP in 
time to help with the Little Brothers’ Thanksgiving 
meal again this year.  Our long time chef and kitchen 
supervisor, John Welch, was unable to attend, so I 
was asked to take responsibility for the kitchen.  I 
was grateful to have Steve and John, as well as our 
regular kitchen crew to help.  
 

Here are two photos of Alice and the newest 
member of our family, Agent. Think “Secret”. He’s a 
feisty (to quote our vet) kitten, rescued and adopted 
by Steve and John.  We’ve been taking care of him 
for the past several months, but he will be going 
south with them after Christmas.  The bandage is 
from his recent declawing surgery.  
 
Steve and John are planning to live in Cloudcroft, NM 
until it is time to start their new job in West Virginia 
next spring.  They’ll drive to Texas the day after 
Christmas to visit John’s family, and then move to 
Cloudcroft. 
 
There is more that could be said, but this gives you a 
brief outline of our 2011.  We wish you a happy and 
prosperous 2012. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


