
The Soldan Family Holiday Letter 

 
Happy Holidays from Ted, Alice, and 
Steve!  This year has seen some 
changes which we are happy to tell 
you about.  The biggest overall 
change from this devoted tent-
camping backpacking family is that 
we are the proud owners of a used 
motorhome!  Perhaps when the 
Mayan astronomers predicted the 
end of the world in 2012, this is what they meant  
 
Our acquisition of this machine began with a chance encounter over the internet.  A woman I hadn’t 
heard from since gradeschool sent me a message asking if I was the fellow she went to school with.  
Marcia (Blodgett) Hodgeson and I became fast email friends, but the likelihood of our ever seeing each 
other again seemed small, since she lived in the mid-western part of Arkansas, and we were many 
hundreds of miles away in the north west part of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.   
 
Marcia wrote to say she was selling her motorhome.  Alice and I looked at the pictures, talked it over, 
and sent her a down payment.  Some modifications were made to our car to make it towable.  In early 
May, Alice, Franco and I drove the car to Mena, Arkansas, and hooked up to our new RV.  From Mena 
we headed east to Elkins, West Virginia to visit Steve and his partner John, then to Lansing to visit my 
parents.  We made two other trips with the motorhome last year; each of which included adventures 
that are talked about in our blog, http://tedsoldan.com 
 
This fall, after 37 years on the Biological Sciences faculty at Michigan Tech, Alice committed to retire at 

the end of the 2012-13 academic year.  We’ve 
been going through all the necessary procedures 
to make this important step in our lives; a process 
that is interesting and ongoing. 
 
In March, a dream I’ve had since I began 
backpacking 20 years ago was realized.  Son Steve 
and I finally meshed schedules, and accomplished 
a hike together in the Grand Canyon.  This picture 
was taken by a fellow hiker on the North Kaibab 
Trail on our hike out.  At the conclusion of our 
hike, we drove back to Las Vegas where John met 

us for a celebratory stay in the Luxor Hotel on the Strip for a few days.   

http://tedsoldan.com/�


 
This field season found Steve and John in Elkins, 
West Virginia, where they monitored bird and bat 
mortality along a fairly new wind farm atop one of 
the many beautiful West Virginia mountains.  Steve 
was fortunate enough to be able to climb to the 
top of several of these massive structures, and 
shared this picture with his anxious parents. 
 
Every year we use the warm weather for standard 
projects and hope to be able to fit in some long 
term ones as well.  This summer I felt we paid 
extra attention to the gardens.  The tomatoes in 

particular did very well in the greenhouse.  I pretty faithfully bucket watered every other day during the 
growing season.  There were tomato plants that were taller than I, and the crop was also very good.  We 
froze and dehydrated lots, and ate ripe tomatoes for months this summer.  We also had good luck with 
the pepper plants we grew from seeds this year.  The peppers are still strung up and drying in our 
kitchen, and add a cheerful touch to the room. 
 
It seemed like the firewood project 
took forever to get started this 
year.  I like to be done in June or 
July if possible, and most years 
come within striking distance of 
that goal.  This year I didn’t even 
get started until late September, 
and finished up in mid-October.  
This picture shows our setup.  The 
approximately 8’ logs that are too 
heavy to lift are rolled off the 
trailer and onto the ground to be 
chainsaw cut into 16” lengths and hand split.  The smaller ones go on our long-suffering sawbuck where 
they are cut as a unit.  Everything is then stacked in the wood racks, and the process repeats itself.  Alice 
is assisting me in the final stages of this year’s project.  I get a great deal of satisfaction from keeping our 
home warm with firewood while not consuming fossil fuels.  And since our trees are marked by a 
professional forester, our woodlot is improved each year to boot. 
 
Much more went on this year, a lot of which is available at our blog which we invite you to visit and 
read.  We hope you had a great 2012 and look forward to hearing from you.  Happy Holidays.   
 

Ted, Alice, & Steve  


