
Happy Holidays from Ted and Alice!   

2013 was an eventful and challenging year.  Alice retired from Michigan 
Tech after 37 years.  She always said she'd start doing Facebook when 
she retired, and she was true to her word.  Since we're both on 
Facebook now, and post lots of stories about our life in the blog, 
tedsoldan.com, we're keeping this letter short.  We invite you to friend 
us on Facebook if you haven't already, and to check out the blog if 
you're interested in more. 

Once again this year 
we made maple 
syrup.  The 2012 
harvest was so bad I 
wondered if we'd 
have the gumption to 
try it again.  Am I glad 
we did!  It was our 
best year ever with 
just over 12 gallons of 
syrup made.  I'd call 
the sap runs average, 
but the season just 
went on and on.  To 
be honest, I was 

pretty happy when it was over, because I was 
afraid I'd run out of firewood! 

We were lucky enough to get Alice to sit still long 
enough to take this picture of her in her office at 

MTU this 
summer.  
After a 
long and 
dedicated 
career at 
Michigan 
Tech, she 
retired from 
the Biological 
Sciences 
Department  
on July 1, 
2013.  This 

allowed her to devote more time to home projects, 
like gardening and taking good care of her 
husband.  It also allowed us to spend some time 
planning a celebration for her retirement. 

We chose a 2 week cruise in late November from 
Los Angeles, through the Panama Canal, and 
winding 
up in 
Miami, 
Florida.  
We 
splurged 
and got a 
room 
with a 
balcony. 

 

We especially enjoyed the balcony during our 
daylight transit of the canal; truly one of the great 
engineering marvels of our age. 

We also had some nice trips in our "new" 
motorhome and other adventures.  Wishing you 
happiness and prosperity in 2014! 


