
Hello and Happy Holidays to you and your 
family!  It is hard to imagine we are about 
done with 2014... it seems like it only just 
started.  
 

We had a lot of snow last winter.  From 
outside, I was able to look down into the 
dining room through the window.  And it 
seemed that we failed to get the 
"January thaw" to clear the snow from 
our metal roofs, so I had to climb the 
ladder and do it manually. 
 
Our pets knew that the right thing to do was spend their time 
in front of the warm Jotul stove. 

In February, we talked my Dad into coming to visit us for a 
few weeks.  It was really nice to have him here.  One of the 
first orders of business was to get him some winter clothes, 
which he is modeling in this picture.   
 
We made over 20 gallons of wine in 2013/14 season, partly 
because it was a good apple year and we had a lot of cider.  
Bottling this much wine was quite a process, but I'm getting 
pretty good at it. 

 
The maple syrup season 
was average this year, 
although the sap did run 
into late April which is 
unusual.  We made a few 
changes to our operation 
this year, including a new 
55 gallon stainless steel sap 
holding barrel that I found 
on eBay, which worked out 
very well.   It was a snowy 
spring, meaning a lot of the 
sap gathering was done on 
snowshoes. What with the 

abundant snow and cold, it 
was a beautiful season, and 
we got about 10 gallons of 
syrup. 
 
When spring broke, the 
poor old culvert under our 
road gave up the ghost.  
The water, however, didn't 
seem to care, as it carried 
away about 1/3 of the road 
in front of our house.  We 
installed a cedar post with 
some orange streamers on 
it so drivers wouldn't plant themselves in the giant hole.  I didn't even bother 
calling the road commission, since they had more problems this spring than 
they knew what to do with.   Later on in the summer, they came out and 
replaced the old culvert with a spiffy new one. 

 
In early May, I attended a timber-framing class at Tiller's near Kalamazoo, Michigan.  We decided to take our 
cat Henne along on this trip.  She'd never been on a long RV trip with us, but she was getting frail enough that 
we decided to chance it, since we felt we couldn't leave her alone this time.  We are glad we did, because she 



turned out to be an excellent 
traveler.  Unfortunately, 
shortly after we got back, we 
lost her to kidney failure.  
Many tears were shed. 
 
The gardens did well this 
year.  Once they were 
planted, kept watered, and 
mulched, they pretty much 
took care of themselves.  Our 
harvest was very good, and 
we even had some young 
friends out that wanted to 
learn about gardening.  I 
asked Alice to take a picture 

of me standing on my watering dock before dipping my 
buckets.  The view is so beautiful that I almost always just 

stand there and marvel 
at it before hauling 
another load of water up to the greenhouse. 
 
Much of our effort this summer involved 
getting Dad situated in an assisted living 
facility that specializes in people with 
dementia.  The transition for Dad was not 
flawless, but he fairly quickly settled into 
his new routine, and is doing well after 
several months there.  We soon became 
concerned about Mom living all alone in 
the house in Dimondale, and before we 
knew it, she agreed to move into an 
apartment that is attached to the building 
where Dad lives.  We made a scale 

drawing of Mom's new apartment so we could determine which furniture to 
bring.  The three ladies; Alice, sister Patty, and Mom had a lot of fun moving 
things around on the drawing.  This helped the three brothers; myself, Gerry and Howard to get the big stuff 
situated in the new apartment.  In the midst of all that, I came down with pneumonia, which really knocked 
my socks off.  As of this writing, I am still not myself, almost 4 months into it. 
 
The winter of 2014-15 arrived with a bang this year.  It is not unusual for us to get snow in early November, 
but it almost always melts.  This year it came so hard and so steadily that it didn't melt.  Both ponds seemed to 
give up and became ice covered overnight.  There have been lots of snow removal and firewood carrying 
chores, but we're used to that. 
 
I feel the theme of 2014 was family and community.  We all worked together very well to help Mom and Dad 
get settled into their new lives; each of us doing what they do best to move the project along to its successful 
conclusion.  Alice and I also continued our community work with Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly, the local 
fire department, and the township planning commission.  It is satisfying to look back on 2014 knowing we did 
our best and made a difference. 
 
Wishing you all the best in 2015. 
 
Ted and Alice Soldan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


