
Happy Holidays from Ted, Alice, and Franco.  It has been another 
interesting year full of new and fun 
projects.   
 
Alice and I participated in the 
formation of a new acting troupe 
called, "The Tapiola Players."  Our 
first play was "Cinderella," directed by our friend Melvin Kangas.  I was in 
charge of set 
construction 
and lighting, 
while Alice was 
in charge of 
cueing actors 
during 
rehearsals.  It 
was a 
resounding 
success with 
the money 
raised going to 
the Doelle 

Senior Citizens' Center and the Otter Lake Fire Department.   
 

This was one of the wettest summers in memory, including one storm in early summer that almost destroyed the 
cover of the greenhouse.  I managed to patch things up with lumber and drywall screws, and we had a good 
harvest, but next year the cover and other hardware will need to be replaced. 
 
We tackled a big problem at the Estivant Pines this summer.  There is a creek 
that crosses the main trail into the sanctuary that has had slippery planks for a 
bridge.  A replacement bridge was designed to cross the creek with angled 
approaches on each end.  Once everything was calculated, it needed to be 84' 
long.  It will have railings and be 4' wide so hikers will be able to walk across it 
side by side.  Since there is no road access in the pines, all the lumber was hand-
carried up to the site.  We'd hoped to get it finished this year, but ran out of 
time.  Next spring it will be done for sure. 

 
This year a committee was 
formed to put on a 4th of 
July parade in Tapiola.  The 
project grew and grew, and 
many local groups 
participated.  The fire 
department was responsible 
for lining everybody up and 
rerouting traffic for the 
duration of the parade.  It 
was a spectacular success!  
The weather was perfect, 

and hundreds of people turned out.  Plans are already afoot for next year's 
event. 
 

  Setting up the lights 

  Greenhouse post-storm 

  Phase 1 of the Estivant bridge project 



Because of health issues 
this summer, we did not 
make the motorhome trip 
that we'd planned.  Instead 
we made a shorter trip this 
fall to West Virginia to visit 
Steve and John at their 
new home.  Before we left 
home, Steve called and 
said, "Dad, do you think 
you could bring your 
chainsaw along when you 
come?"  I said of course, 
and when we arrived, 
Steve showed me two 
trees he wanted to have 
removed.  We worked 
together on it, and got the 
job done. 
 
A new rescue kitten, 
Agatha, joined Steve and 
John's  household this 
summer.   Agatha was a 
little shy when we first 
arrived, but by the time 
we left she and Alice were 
chums.  Although he tried 
his hardest, Franco was 
unable to convince the 
new cat that he wanted to 
be friends too.   
 
We're currently in full holiday mode 
with wreath, candy, and cookie 
making.  After a very late fall, there is 
finally some snow on the ground, and 
fires crackling in our woodstoves.  As 
much of the national news fills us with 
concern for the environment, 
minorities, and international relations, 
we continue to count our blessings for 
being able to live in such a beautiful 
place. 

  Alice (the human) making friends with Agatha (the cat) 


