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I keep a couple of Jane Goodall's quotes on my bulletin board.  In one of them she said, "Travel as 
much as you can.  It is an automatic eye opener."  Well, this year we took her advice.  We went on a 
cruise in January, a trip to the Grand Canyon in May, Mackinac Island in July, Morgantown, WV in 
September, Chicago in November, and yet another trip is in the works before the end of this year.  
Whew!   
 
The cruise in January was a special one for me.  I managed to surprise Alice on her birthday (the day 
before the cruise departed Miami) by inviting Steve and John along on the trip without her knowing.  
I managed to take a short movie of the moment of the actual surprise, and I've watched it with 
pleasure numerous times.  If you go to my blog, tedsoldan.com and search for surprises, you can 
read all about it and watch the moment when she receives the surprise of her life.  At the end of the 
cruise, while attending a "Behind the Scene's Tour," Alice slipped and fell on a wet threshold in the 
kitchen area, and came down hard on her left elbow.  She shattered all three bones in the joint, 
forcing us to extend our stay in Miami for 10 days so she could have surgery to repair the damage.  
She is fortunately back to almost 100% after a pretty scary time for all of us. 
 
This year's maple syrup season was the busiest in the 10 years I've been doing it.  We had 5 weeks 
of good maple sap weather (below freezing nights and above freezing days).  Of that 5 weeks there 
were only 2 days of down time, when the temperature did not rise above freezing during the day.  I 
spent those 2 days trying to catch up on bottling, because the refrigerator was filling up.  Besides 
being a bumper crop, this year's syrup is excellent.   
 
The Tapiola Players produced another fundraiser play this year as a benefit to the local fire 
department.  The play was written by Melvin Kangas, who also directed and performed in it.  I built 
the set, ran the lights and sound effects, and laughed at all the jokes.    Alice did the prompting, 
program, and posters.  Everyone from the actors to the audience had a great time, and without 
giving too much away, I can say that another play for the 2020 season is in the works.  The play was 
recorded and is available on YouTube.  Just search for Tapiola Yellow Sky. 
 
Our fire department bought a piece of property including a suitable building just across the road 
from our old firehall, and was busy all summer and into the fall renovating it.  The building is much 
larger than our previous home, and has turned out beautifully.  We spent a lot of the money we've 
saved over the years,  and still have work to do.  I invite you to visit Tapiola when you're in the 
neighborhood for a personal tour. 
 
The gardens were spotty this year (I guess they're spotty every year).  Tomatoes were about 
average, squash below average, but onions were explosive!  The onion harvest was huge, and the 
individual onions were also huge.  We aren't sure how we're going to use them all, but we're going 
to try.  Fortunately we both like onions.  Alice has been frenzy-processing tomatoes for the past 



several months.  We pick all the green ones before the first frost, and put them in the basement to 
slowly ripen.  We use as many as we can, but we can't use them all, so Alice regularly blanches, de-
seeds, and freezes them.  When you open any one of our 3 freezers, brilliant red greets you.  There 
will be good soup, pasta dishes, and more for a year. 
 
Once again this year, the fire department and a Tapiola citizen group collaborated to put on another 
great July 4 parade and picnic.  I think this one was our 4th, and it just keeps getting better.  It is a 
big job, and is the fire department's major fund raiser. 
 
Alice and I welcome and enjoy Ruby Throated Humming Birds each year.  We put out 5 feeders so 
several adult pairs of birds will hopefully nest and fledge chicks.  This year saw our biggest batch 
ever.  It is very hard to count the little guys, but we're pretty sure we saw around 20 individuals.  
They seem to like the feeders by the kitchen window, which means we get to watch them feed 
while we're working in there.  We hope to welcome as many or more of them to our place next 
season. 
 
We had a good crop of wild apples on our land this year, and were able to make a lot of apple cider 
as a result.  I made 2 gallons of apple wine, which I plan to use to make apple jack, drank several 
gallons fresh, and bottled 3 gallons for the winter months. 
 
Alice and I had to say goodbye to our beloved dog Franco in September.  He'd been having health 
issues for about a year, and this fall his poor old heart gave out.  We were with him at the end and 
he left his life with the same dignity that he lived it.  During his life, we went outside first thing for a 
morning walk.  Even though he no longer joins me, I still go for a walk with him every morning, and 
miss him a great deal. 
 
Winter came on with a vengeance this year.  The snow started in early November, and melted off a 
few times as it often does.  Then it snowed and didn't stop.  We have had enough warm weather 
interspersed to allow the metal roofs to shed their loads several times.  We've used a lot of 
firewood already, and there appears to be no end in sight. 
 
As always, I invite you to go to my blog, tedsoldan.com where you can read about more of our 
adventures.  I didn't feel much like writing this year, but I did write some, and perhaps 2020 will be 
more of an inspiration for me.  We wish you all a happy holiday season, and a prosperous 2020. 
 
 
 

  


